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uterus, its nostrils must contain at birth amniotic liquid. If the contents 
of the fetal nostrils be removed by a glass tube so soon as the head is 
bom, and the fluid thus obtained be examined, it is found to be amniotic 
liquid. Ahlfeld also reports the case of two full-term children, born 
living after a short labor, with no symptoms of asphyxia, both of whom 
had congenital stenosis of the oesophagus, with a communication 
between the oesophagus and the trachea. These children perished four 
days after birth. Upon examination the meconium was found full of 
fine lanugo hairs. There can be no rational explanation of this, except 
that the foetus regularly performed movements of respiration which 
admitted amnioticliquid to the trachea and through a co mmuni cation 
to the stomach and intestine. 

Ahlfeld also has observed short and rapid movements of the thorax, 
which may be demonstrated by appropriate apparatus. He concludes 
from these observations that the foetus in utero performs respiratory 
movements frequently, and probably in all cases of full development. 


Pelvic Deformity in 30,000 Labors.— Taylor, registrar at the Lying-in 
Hospital at New’ York, reports in the Bulletin for June, 1905, the results 
of labor in contracted pelvis in 30,000 patients. The mortality for 
children, including stillbirths, was 37 per cent. There were 11 cases 
of prolapsed cord and several cases of macerated foetus. The number 
of mothers having deformed pelvis requiring operation for delivery in 
30,000 labors was 269; 204 of these were delivered by forceps or version. 
The mortality of the mothers was 8, 2 died after Ccesarean section, 2 
had rupture of the uterus, 2 septic infection, 1 hemorrhage and shock, 
and 1 uremia. 

Study of these cases seems to show that in cases of moderate pelvic 
deformity, where engagement fails and the membranes are intact or 
but recently ruptured, version offers a better result than the high 
application of the forceps. 


Pubiotomy.— Hohlweg (Zentralblatt f. Gynakologic, 1905, No. 
42) reports 4 cases of pubiotomy from the clinic at Kiel. The operation 
was performed in the usual manner by cutting down upon the bone and 
severing it with a Gigli saw. Delivery was effected by forceps in some 
cases and in others by version. Considerable hemorrhage was expe¬ 
rienced, which was controlled by packing with iodoform gauze, which 
was used as a drain. One case terminated fatally in peritonitis. This 
rave an opportunity to examine the pelvis on the skeleton to determine 
the increase in the pelvic diameters following the operation. It was 
found that the increase in the anteroposterior diameter was less than 
in the transverse diameter, while the obliques gained more from the 
operation than the others. At the time of operation it was found that 
the bones of the pelvis separated during delivery from 1.5 to 3 cm. 
At the moment wnen the head passed, the separation increased to 6 
or 7 cm. Laceration occurred in several of the cases, but not to a serious 
extent. 

In the same journal Reifersciieid reports from the clinic at Bonn 
4 cases of pubiotomy with good results for mother and child. The 
method of operating was similar to that employed in the preceding 
cases. The so-called subcutaneous method of Doderlein was usea. 
The operation proceeded as usual and there was very little bleeding on 
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the cut ends of die bones. In I case die bladder was wounded, the 
bladder wall being compressed between forceps and the sharp edge 
of the severed bone. In another case the vaginal wall was torn, the 
laceration extending to the wound in die pelvis. The bones separated 
after section from 3 to 6 cm. In 1 case separation was very little after 
the severing of the bone until the fascia ana periosteum was completely 
cut. In 2 cases die child was delivered by version and extraction, anil 
in 2 by forceps. The upper portion of the wound made was closed by 
suture and the lower portion of the wound drained. The pelvic bandage 
was removed after about the tcndi day, and after two weeks the patient 
began to get up. Mothers and children made complete recoveries. 

On examining these patients some months afterward, in 1 the pchic 
bones were found firmly united. In anodier case the ends of the bone 
could be distinctly moved from each other. 
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Intermenstrual Pain.— RoSNER (La gyndcologit, June, 1905) dis¬ 
cusses this subject at length, presenting an exhaustive review of the 
literature. His own observations include 35 cases, most of the patients 
being multipanc. He concludes that in every instance of intermenstrual 
pain there is some demonstrable lesion of the pelvic organs, especially 
congestion or atrophy of the uterus, or prolapse and tenderness of the 
ovaries. 

Intermenstrual pain may be explained by two theories—cither ovulation 
in the middle of the iutemicnstruul period, or disease of tlic ovaries, espe¬ 
cially cystic degeneration, the writer being inclined to adopt the latter. 
While lie admits that the endometrium is not in a normal condition in 
these cases, he docs not believe with some authors that this is the cause 
of the pains. He also reiccts the theop* that they are due to so-called 
“hydrosalpinx profluens. In his opinion, intermenstrual pain is really 
a pelvic neuralgia, provoked by intense congestion due to disease of the 
ovaries. This agrees with Van dc Velde's observations on the menstrual 
wave in women with ovarian troubles. 

The writer has found that most relief is afforded by systematic tam¬ 
ponade of the vagina, begun two or three days before the pains usually 
appear, although he is not able to explain the real effect of the pressure. 
Ovarian extract lias given good results. Operative intervention is 
uncertain, unless it is radical—ovariotomy or hysterectomy. 


Cancer and Fibromyoma of the Uterus.— Piquant) (Annales de gyn. 
et d'obslttriqiic, September, 1905) concludes that the association of 
fibroids with cancer of the uterus is rare, as he has been able to collect 



